
8th Grade Georgia Studies Gifted Curriculum Map 
School year 2017-2018 

All topics are being taught/explored using advanced critical thinking/extended learning skills through project based and self-directed explorations and 

research. Primary source material and literature of the topics from various sources will be used to further critical thinking and in-depth knowledge of 

the subject. Cross curriculum writing will be used as well as the use of comparing and contrasting of the subjects as they relate to history and to current 

world affairs. 

 

1st Nine Weeks  

 

2nd Nine Weeks  

 

3rd Nine Weeks 

 

4th Nine Weeks 

 
 
Unit 1 
Georgia Geography & The 
Prehistoric Period 

 Understanding Native 
American Cultures 
through comparing and 
contrasting various 
cultures through 
research and 
application. 

 Research, evaluate, 
compare cultures 
(family, art, mounds, 
etc.) 

 Art work and dioramas 
of Georgia Native 
American Cultures. 

 Locate Georgia and 
understand location, 
weather, and 
landmarks of the world 
and Georgia through 

 
Unit 5 
The Civil War 

 Debate and research 
events leading to the 
Civil War. 

 Students will study the 
differences in 
resources between the 
north and the south 
just before the Civil 
War started. This will 
include manufacturing, 
railroads, and 
agricultural production. 
Students should make 
a poster showing the 
same information in 
pictures on posters or 
in Power Point form. 

 Map projects related to 
secession and to the 
battles of the Civil War. 

 

Unit 8 

Government and Personal 

Finance 

 Georgia’s Constitution 

 Evaluate key Supreme 

Court case rulings and 

their impact on Georgia’s 

Constitution 

 Evaluate how a bill 

becomes law and 

consider and debate a bill 
in the Georgia General 
Assembly. 

 Determine the criteria 
for voting and running 
for an elected office in 
the state of Georgia. 

 Analyze the 
characteristics that local 
and state governments 
have in common and 
how they are different. 

 Adult and Juvenile 

Justice (Judicial Branch) 

 

Georgia Milestones Preparation 

 

 

Georgia Milestones 

 

 

Cross Curriculum study:  

 Gone With the Wind  

and GA Authors: 
o August Baldwin 

Longstreet 
o Sidney Lanier 
o Jean Toomer 
o Margaret Mitchell 
o Flannery O'Connor 
o Alice Walker 

 

 

9th Grade Acceleration 

 Ancient Civilizations 

*Explore Ancient Mesopotamian 

culture: 

-   Compare/Contrast ancient 

forms of writing (Hieroglyphics, 

Cuneiform, etc.) 



various map activities 
and interactive media 
projects. 

Standards: SS8G1 a,b,c,d; 
SS8H1 a; SS8E1 
 
Unit 2 
Exploration and Colonization 

 Support claims through 
the use of primary 
source documents 
related to Columbus 
and other explorers. 

 European Impact: Map 
and writing projects 
based on early 
settlements from 
various European 
settlements. 

 Colonial Period: Project 
based activities using 
resources to develop 
media products. 

 Economics: Map 
activity for 
demonstration of 
mercantilism. 

 Various Graphic 
Organizers. 

Standards: SS8G1d; SS8H1b,c; 
SS8H2a,b,c; SS8E1 

 Writing activities from 
Bull Run and Women of 
the Civil War. (Diaries, 
letters, point of view, 
etc) 

 Analyze and evaluate 
the strategies of the 
North and the South 
during the War. 

 Use various forms of 
presentation to 
demonstrate 
Sherman’s March to 
the Sea. 

 Foldable on the 13th, 
14th, and 15th 
amendments. 

 Graphic organizers on 
tenant farming and 
share-cropping. 

 Choose one topic 
covered and write an 
“opinion” piece on the 
topic. 

Standards: SS8H6a,b,c 
 
Unit 6 
Reconstruction, New South & 
WWI 

 Reconstruction: The 
student will analyze 

 Compare the juvenile 
justice system to the 
adult justice system. 
Including the different 
jurisdictions, 
terminology, steps in 
processing, and rights of 
the person once they are 
in custody. 

 The “7 Deadly Sins” 

 Compare and contrast 
juvenile delinquent 
behavior and juvenile 
unruly behavior. 

 Money Management 

 Evaluate the terms and 

ideas of income, 
spending, credit, saving, 
investing. 

 Analyze and debate how 
the production, 
distribution, and 
consumption of 
goods/services produced 
by the society are 
affected by the location, 
customs, beliefs, and 
laws of the society. 

 Stock Market evaluation 
and study. Evaluate 
Georgia industries and 
their success and 
failures: of major 

industries such as Coke, 

-   Analyze Hammurabi’s Code of 

Law and compare it to laws of 

modern civilizations 

-   Analyze the impact of 

Confucius on ancient and modern 

civilizations    

 

 

 

 



 
Unit 3 
Revolution 

 American Revolution:  

 Analyze (Cause and 
Effect) the role of the 
French and Indian War 
on the American 
Revolution. 

 Project based activities 
focused on reasons for 
the Revolution and the 
people of importance 
from Georgia. 

 Research and compare 
countries that have 
revolted (South Africa) 

 Examine other 
countries’ perspectives 
(British, French, etc.)  
of Revolutionary War 

 Analyze the effect of 
media on society 
(Boston Massacre)- 
then and now  

 Political Cartoons and 
music of civil unrest. 

 US Constitution: 
Student choice from 
various writing 
activities. Graphic 

and evaluate key 
people from the New 
South. 

 Conflict and Change: 
1877-1918: After 
studying the women’s 
suffrage movement, 
the Leo Frank Case, 
and Jim Crow laws, 
students will create 
signs to protest the 
denial of rights to these 
people or groups. 

 Evaluate the Jim Crow 
laws. 

 GA State Government: 
Evaluate the pros and 
cons of the County Unit 
System. Debate and 
compare it to the 
current arguments 
against the Electoral 
College. 

 Economic Growth: 
Read Henry Grady’s 
“The New South” and 
describe how the four 
major transportation 
systems of Georgia 
have helped to 
alleviate the 

Home Depot, Delta and 

GA Pacific 

 ”Let’s Go Shopping” 

Explore different 

occupations, their 

demand, and levels of 

income 

 

Standards SS8CG4c,d,e,f; 

SS8CG6a,b,c,d; SS8E5 

 

Unit 9 

Modern Georgia 

 Civil Rights 

 Use primary sources and 
visual aids to garner an 
understanding of the 
contributions of the 
following to the Civil 
Rights Movement: 
Benjamin Mays, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC). Sibley 
Commission, Hamilton 
Hayes and Charlene 
Hunter (together as one 
item), Albany 
Movement, Civil Rights 
Act, Maynard Jackson, 
Lester Maddox, Andrew 
Young. 

 Debate and evaluate 
conflict and change. 



organizers for 
understanding. 
Students will examine 
The Federalist Papers 
and their impact on 
the writing of the 
Constitution and Bill of 
Rights as well as the 
concept of “separation 
of powers”. 

Standards: SS8H3a,b; 
SS8H4a,b; SS8H5a,b 
 
Unit 4 
Westward Expansion 

 Growth from 1789-
1840 

 Student will prepare a 
chart that compares 
and contrasts the 
Georgia Land Policies 
from the American 
Revolution to 1840. 
The three elements 
described in the chart 
should be the 
Headright System, the 
Land Lottery, and the 
Yazoo Land Fraud. 

 Create an accurate 
timeline of events 

circumstances 
described in Grady’s 
speech. 

 Define and evaluate 
profit and 
entrepreneurship. 
Analyze how Alonzo 
Herndon fits this 
description. 

 WWI: Illustrate and 
evaluate Georgia’s 
contributions to war 
effort. 

Standards: SS8H7a,b,c,d; 
Ss8E3abc; SS8G3abc 
 
Unit 7 
Depression & WWII 

 20th Century 

 Post WWI: Evaluate 
how weather and pests 
affected the South 
prior to WWII.  

 Ananlyze how the role 
of government 
changed as a result of 
the Great Depression 
and the programs of 
President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt’s 
New Deal. 

 “Separate but Equal”, 
Brown V The Board of 
Education, and Plessy V 
Ferguson. 

 GA since 1970 

 Evaluate the rise of the 

two-party system in 

Georgia. 

 Use the James Earl Carter 
Political Focus Map and 
political cartoons to 
analyze the political 
career of Jimmy Carter. 

 The Olympics: Consider 
the economics, building 
programs, employment, 
and international 
recognition; also 
consider pollution, 
crowding, transportation 
and crime. 

 Analyze immigration 
effects on the state. 

Standards SSeHa,b,c,d; 

SS8H9a,b,c,d; SS8E1; 

SS8H11a,b,c; SS8H12a,b,c,d,e 

 



leading up to the 
removal of the 
Cherokee and Creek 
Indians from Georgia 
and the southeast. 

 Students will debate 
comparing the positive 
and negative effects of 
the invention of the 
cotton gin, mechanical 
reaper, and the 
development of the 
railroad system in 
Georgia. 

 “Talk Show” comparing 
the conflict of 2017 in 
Georgia to the conflict 
of this time period. 

 Analyze the events 
leading to the “Trail of 
Tears”. Research first 
person and primary 
source resources of the 
event.  

Standards: SS8H5a,b  
 

 

 WWII: Evaluate the 
economic benefits to 
Georgia as a result of 
WWII. (i. e. Bell 
Aircraft, Savannah and 
Brunswick shipyards, 
military bases, ‘Carl 
Vinson, Richard Russell, 
and Eugene Talmadge.) 

 Students will evaluate 
the Lend-Lease act as a 
part of this study. 

 Study the facilities 
related to the war on a 
map of Georgia and 
theorize why certain 
types of facilities were 
located in certain 
areas. 

 Economics: Analyze 
and evaluate through 
media projects the 
contributions of major 
industries such as 
Coke, Home Depot, 
Delta and GA Pacific 
during this time period.  

Standards SS8H3a,b; 
SS8H4a,b; SS8H5a,b 

 



 

8th Grade Georgia Studies Pacing Guide 
School year 2017-2018 

 

1st Nine Weeks  

 
2nd Nine Weeks 

 
3rd Nine Weeks 

 
4th Nine Weeks 

 

 
Weeks 1-2  

Unit 1  

Geography and Native 

Americans 

 

Weeks 3-4 Unit 2 

Colonization 

 

Weeks 5-6  

Unit 3 

Revolution 

 

Week 7-9 Unit 4 

Westward Expansion 

 

 
Weeks 1- 4 

Unit 5 

Civil War 

 

Weeks 5-6  

Unit 6 

Reconstruction, New 

South & WWI 

 

Weeks 7-9  

Unit 7 

Depression & WWII 

 

Weeks 1-4  

Unit 8 

Modern Georgia 

 

Weeks 5-9  

Unit 9 

State-Local Government 

& Personal Finance 

 

 
Georgia Milestones 

Preparation 

 

 

Georgia Milestones 

 

 

 



 

 


